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THE ARTS > VISUAL ARTS

First Friday roundup: Home is where the art is
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BY EMILY SEALE

Lili Pefia Dyer’s series of all-white wall sculptures in
the lobby of the Aloft Hotel fosters a meditative
environment, a rarity in this world of sensory overload.
The collection is titled Release, and the canvases,
numbered 1 through 5, are covered with objects that
resemble eggshells and cast an assortment of

interesting shadows. In “"Release 1,” the broken
spheres huddle together near the center of the piece.
In “2” and “3,” they are scattered and smashed into
smaller shards. In “4” and “5,” fewer and fewer of the
pieces remain. This progressive yet somehow serene
destruction reminded me of life’s toll on human
emotion: At times we're composed — gathered —

COURTESY PHOTO

"Mesa" by Mariah Johnson, on view at UTSA Satellite

Space. . . . . .
p other times our wits are strewn in all directions, and

the best we can hope for is renewed strength to pick

up the pieces and find wholeness once again. The
pure simplicity of these sculptures could inspire you to do just that. Through August 31, Aloft San Antonio
Airport Lobby, 838 NW Loop 410, (210) 541-8881

At Blue Star’s February Collective gallery, Thomas Cummins is showing two light boxes, which he made
with the aid of an Artist Foundation grant. The photographs hang directly opposite one another in a
small space, encouraging the inevitable dialogue. They share the same subject: a barn cum artists’
studio down the road from Blue Star that was condemned because of asbestos contamination and
unceremoniously demolished. Cummins captured the images approximately eight months apart. The first
picture, which shows the structure still intact, was taken during the day. Sunlight streams through a
partially open overhead door, infusing the room with warmth. Red flags, left behind after some sort of
gathering, hang from the rafters. The other image, taken at night, shows the building’s shell after the
destruction has begun. Artificial light floods the space, casting an eerie glow; the walls are gone, but
tattered strips of those red flags remain. Cummins'’s installation ponders the interplay between the
things we own, need, use, and create, and the spaces in which we house them. In his words, “You can
think of a space without objects, but you can’t think of objects without a space.” Cummins was one of
the tenants who was suddenly displaced when EPA ordered a site cleanup, and these pictures succeed
in conveying the sense of emptiness and confusion the residents must have felt when they were forced
to move. Camtiembre, February Collective, (210) 385-2484 or (773) 387-0353

This ... Is Your ..., This ... Is My ..., a group exhibition curated by Salvador Castillo at the UTSA Satellite
Space, explores concepts of home, both in its tangible incarnations and as an abstract combination of
feelings and memories.

Los Angeles-based Mariah Johnson rolls, folds, and stacks old bedsheets and pillowcases purchased
from thrift stores on the floor and wooden shelves. The layers of material resemble geological strata, as
Johnson acknowledges in a piece she calls "Mesa.” The repetitive folding of fabrics is also akin to the
task of a homemaker, which imbues this work with a nostalgic quality.

Hilary Harnischfeger uses paper, ink, plaster, and glass to create sculptures that look like partially
chipped and polished crystals and geodes. Each work reveals surprising elements in its complex,
compounded layers.

Leslie Wayne creates enticingly tactile layers, too, by layering oil paint so thickly on small wood panels
that they morph into sculptural objects. By manipulating her medium until it is no longer recognizable,
she challenges her viewers’ expectations and creates a sense of disorientation.

Three collages, whose titles correspond to the seasons, are Hilary Pecis’s contribution. Each panel
contains a jumble of images, incorporating myriad gemstones and baubles resembling Christmas
ornaments.

Gisela Insuaste’s "Woodlines” — an ink and gouache drawing on wood of a seemingly endless path
through a whimsical forest of tall, blue sticks — hangs within the installation "Camino,” which brings the
drawing to life. Viewers can walk the short, spiral path, threaded between the spindly poles. Insuaste’s
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inspiration for this work came from treks she made through the jungles of Ecuador and the woods of
New Hampshire, where she was struck by the similarities between these two disparate places, and this
installation evokes the universality of human experience — no matter where you live or how unique your
background, there is always someone, somewhere in the world, who is sharing a similar emotion or

action. Through August 23, UTSA Satellite Space, (210) 212-7146, (210) 458-4391.

Comment on this article

Choose an identity: /i Anonymous JJi User

User: I

Password: I

Please type the code you see into the box below the image:

Submit | Reset |

COLLEGE GUIDE

BIG MUSIC ISSUE
BIG MUSIC AWARDS

By posting a message, you agree to our Posting Policies No account? New users sign up here.
WEEKLY CONTENT ARTS & CULTURE FOOD & DRINK
HOME HOME HOME
NEWS & POLITICS VISUAL ARTS AMUSE-BOUCHE
ARTS & CULTURE PERFORMANCE RESTAURANT REVIEWS
COLUMNS BOOK REVIEWS CAFE SA
FILM OPERA & CLASSICAL THE OMNIBOIRE
MUSIC MUSIC VALUE VINO
NEWS & POLITICS HOME THE BAR TAB
HOME SOUND & THE FURY ADD A RESTAURANT
THE QUEQUE LOCAL MUSIC COLUMNS
MASHUP MIXX TAPE HOME
THE SAY-TOWN LOWDOWN REVIEWS DEAR UNCLE MAT

jASK A MEXICAN!
FREE WILL ASTROLOGY

BLOGS
CURBLOG SCREENS & TECH CLOTHES MINDED
QUEBLOG HOME MIXXED MEDIA
SUBSCRIBE S'NUFF FILM SERENE DOMINIC SHOW
CALENDAR TV REVIEWS JEFF TURNER'S VIDEOS
CRITIC'S PICK FILM REVIEWS BEST OF SAN ANTONIO
SEARCH EVENTS FILM VAULT 2009 | 2008 | 2007 | 2006
ADD AN EVENT VIDEO GAMES BEST OF MAP

LOCAL FILM

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

©2010 SAN ANTONIO CURRENT

CLASSIFIEDS

PLACE AD

HOUSING

SERVICES & PROFESSIONALS
MASSAGE THERAPY

JOBS

HOME

SEARCH FOR JOBS
POST RESUME
EMPLOYERS LOGIN

SA CURRENT STUFF
NEWSLETTER
EVENT PHOTOS
FREEBIES
MYSPACE

LINK TO US

RSS FEEDS
FULL FEED
CURBLOG
QUEBLOG

ABOUT CURRENT

HOME

CONTACT US

MEET THE PRESS
ADVERTISE WITH US
WORK HERE
FREELANCE GUIDELINES
COPYRIGHT NOTICE
POST & OPINION POLICY
PRIVACY STATEMENT

MEDIA INFO

CIRCULATION

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS
READERSHIP DEMOGRAPHICS
SPECIAL ISSUE CALENDAR
POST & OPINION NOTICE
PRIVACY STATEMENT


javascript:reloadCAPTCHA();
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/posting.asp
javascript:popUpSmall('/userAuth/userRegister.asp');
http://www.sacurrent.com/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/news/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/arts/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/film/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/music/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/news/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/news/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=The+QueQue
http://www.sacurrent.com/news/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Mashup
http://www.sacurrent.com/news/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=The+Say-Town+Lowdown
http://www.sacurrent.com/special/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/blog/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/blog/queblog.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/userAuth/userRegister.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/calendar/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/calendar/browse.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/SelfPublish/events.aspx
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/cal_submission.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/arts/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Visual+Arts
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Performance
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Book+Reviews
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Opera+and+Classical
http://www.sacurrent.com/music/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Sound+and+the+Fury
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Local+Music
http://www.sacurrent.com/localmusichear/mixtape1.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/music/recent_reviews.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/special/browse.asp?StoryTypeStr=Music+Issue
http://www.sacurrent.com/special/story.asp?id=68441
http://www.sacurrent.com/film/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=SNUFF+FILM
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=TV+Reviews
http://www.sacurrent.com/film/film_reviews.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/film/browse.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=video+games
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=local+film
http://www.sacurrent.com/dining/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Amuse-BOUCHE
http://www.sacurrent.com/dining/recent_reviews.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/dining/browse.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=The+Omniboire
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Value+Vino
http://www.sacurrent.com/clubs/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/selfpublish/restaurants.aspx
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Dear+Uncle+Mat
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Ask+a+Mexican!
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Free+Will+Astrology
http://www.sacurrent.com/columns/browse.asp?ColumnTitle=Clothes-Minded
http://www.sacurrent.com/music/mixxedmedia.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/arts/mixxedmedia.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/bosa/default.asp?issueDate=4/22/2009
http://www.sacurrent.com/bosa/default.asp?issueDate=4/23/2008
http://www.sacurrent.com/bosa/default.asp?issueDate=5/25/2007
http://www.sacurrent.com/bosa/default.asp?issueDate=4/17/2006
http://www.sacurrent.com/bosa/map09.asp
http://sacurrent.kaango.com/feCreateAd
http://sacurrent.kaango.com/feListAds/categoryID/775
http://sacurrent.kaango.com/feListAds/categoryID/3
http://sacurrent.kaango.com/feListAds/categoryID/659
http://www.jobtarget.com/home/index.cfm?site_id=7298
http://www.jobtarget.com/c/search_results.cfm?site_id=7298
http://www.jobtarget.com/c/login/login.cfm?site_id=7298&msg=6&goto=%2Fc%2Findex.cfm%3Fsite_id%3D7298&CFID=81444697&CFTOKEN=a7ad436cff9587cd-18FB5135-AFD7-D029-FF2FF53B69D68538&jsessionid=8030470d02ae59535685
http://www.jobtarget.com/r/login/login.cfm?site_id=7298&goto=%2Fr%2Faccount%2Findex.cfm%3Fsite_id%3D7298&CFID=81444697&CFTOKEN=a7ad436cff9587cd-18FB5135-AFD7-D029-FF2FF53B69D68538&jsessionid=8030470d02ae59535685
http://www.sacurrent.com/mailinglist/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/photos/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/freebies/default.asp
http://www.myspace.com/sacurrent
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/linktous.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/rss/rss.xml
http://www.sacurrent.com/photos/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/blog/queblog_rss.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/default.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/contact.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/meet.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/advertise.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/jobs.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/freelance.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/copyright.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/posting.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/privacy.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/posting.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/collateral/pdf/circulation.pdf
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/collateral/pdf/mechanical_requirements.pdf
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/collateral/pdf/readership_demographics.pdf
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/collateral/pdf/special_issues_calendar.pdf
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/posting.asp
http://www.sacurrent.com/about/privacy.asp

